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brary, and the Tilden Trust, and for whrich the City of New
York is about to construct a large building, is probably the
largest reference Library and is more consulted for such pur-
poses, than any other Library in the United States. We are
endeavoring to form in this Library as complete a collection
as possible of the public documents of all countries, for (fhe
benefit of tile many eh~liars and students who conselnt k)111
files.

Regarding the Journalh issued by the Florida Senate, we r
have nothing later than 1865-6(1, viz: We have 1845,
1856-57, 1859. 1865-66; and 1 have the honor to request that
this file mnav be completed to date, so far as it is po-sl e.
Should copies of the earlier Journals not be obtainable, I
would particularly request that the volumes issued since
1880 to date mraya be furnished. The favor would be highly
'innrpciatpdl

Should you be able to grant my request and forward a
collection of these documents, the eiipense of traninissna
nould be borne by the Library.

Tlhe B-illef~in of tile New York Pabullic Librarv liaa beea
forwarded regularly to the Florida State Library, and'I bope
that it may be considered a partial qclnivalent for the current
and future publications of the Senate aid House.

Hoaing for a favorable consideration of my reqnues-t, I
am V'ery respectf Llly,

JOHN S. BILLINGS. Director.

Mr. 'A.yers moved:
That the Senate adjourn until,10 o'clock to-morrow.
Which was agreed to.

Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned till to-nmorrow at
10 o'clock.

WEDNESDAY APRIL 5. 1899.

Senate niet .pursuant; to adjournment.
T1he President in the chair.
The roll being called the following Senators an-sweredi to

their names:
Mffr. President., Messrs. Baker, Barber, Blitch, Broome, By-

num, Carson, Chaires, Clark, Crd1, .Crosby, Denibam, V)iuicek,
Fuller, Gaillard, Harris, Hendley, Hook~er, MeCaskdill, Me-



tenarv ilcl,Iii, OJ'Bien, Palmer of 14th, Palmer of 11th,..
laeeve. V Roberts, Rogers, Sams, Wadsworth, Williams, Wilson
--31.
A. quorum present.

1Praer by MNr. Crosby, in the absence of the chlaplain.

On motion the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The JoUrnal was corrected and approved.

Mir. Broonie stated that be had been requested by Mr.
Myers to ask that he be excused from attendance for today on
account of absence froml the city oin legal business.

Mr. -t vers was excused.

INTROIUCTION-, OF RESOLUTJO(NS.

Nr Pueeves offered the followinim resolatioul
Senate Resolution No. 2:
P1v MINr. Reev·es:
\\heroeis, since the last convening of this Honorabl-)e Body

Almoity CGod, in His Divine Wisdomll, has seen lit to take
from among, iis an honored and beloved member, who by his
courtesy, integrity and distinguishled ability had endeared
hinmselt to all who knew him either in person or by reputation,
a manl whom we all admired and loved, and in whose counsel
and wri-doni we had learned to confide, who to his friends was
alwsays faithful, to his opponents eminently fair and consid-
emrate, amd who in hi5 devotion to every duty was firm and tin-

werviung; therefore, be it
Resolved, bry the Seinate of the State of Florida, rT'hat in the

death mof our late Prc1,teJdet, the lion. C. J. Perrenot, of Santa
RIosai C ounty the Sttte mdtl this Body have lost a true citizen
and an able counsellor anud statesman. Be it. fnrther

Resolved-, Thbt this Scuate set apart Thursday, the 13th of
April, for the pmrpose of miving the members an opportunity
to pa-y iudividual triublte of respect to the memory of our de-

A ceased colleague, and that these. resolutions be Spread upon
thle 3 OL11aiIia',,111 that they be 1immedi:ately- eiigu -ai _a

copY sent to the family of our deceased Piesident as a token
of our s;inmpat'iy mud respect.

MA1r. Reeves moved the adoption of the resolution.
WVhich wvas agreed to.
Mr. O'Brien moved:
'rlmat Thursdav, the 13th dacr of April, 1899, at 4 o'clock

P. M., be set apart for the purpose of considering resolu-
tions upon the death of the late . W iD. Chipley, and that
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a corunmittee of three Senators be tippoijited to draft zaid

resolutions.
Which was agreed to.
The President appointed as said committee, Miessras.

O'Brien, Harris and Gaillard.

Mr. McCaskill offered the following resolution:
Senate'Resolution No. 3: 
B : By Mr McCaskill:
Whereas, The Almighty God has in His wisdom seen fit

to remove from this world the Honorable Charles J. Perrenot,
late Presiding Officer of the Senate of the State of Florida;
therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate of the State of Florida, That the

President of the Senate of the State of Florida, who fills the
chair made vacant by this act of Divine Provindenee he re-

quested to appoint a committee, to consist of five Senator;-,
who shall draft suitable resolutions in memory of the de- 

ceased President.
Mr. McCaskill withdrew the resolution, as M1r. Reeves'

resolution covered the same ground.

Mr. Carson offered the following resolution: 
Senate Resolution No. 4: r

is ' Bv Mr. Carson: :1
Resolved, That it is the sense of this Senate that no Stand- 

ing Committee of this body except the Judiciary Committee
shall be entitled to a clerk, except by consent of the Senate. 

Resolved, 'd, That the Secretary of the Senate shall be ^

authorized to direct and supervise the service of all the 

elected secretaries or clerks of this body, assigning them to

clerkships of committees, engrossing, enrolling, recording,
or any other clerical work, 'where in his judgment they may

be needed; and that said secretaries or clerks shall perform

such service as may be assigned to them by the Secretary of

i the Senate without additional pay.
Mr. Carson moved the adoption of the resolution.
Mr. Broome moved that the resolution be referred to a

-; om11mittee of three to be appointed by the Chair.
AMr. Broo1ue withdrewv the motion.
MAir. Fuller offered the following amendment to the reso-

lution:
Strike out the clause: "Except the Judiciary Com-

mittee."
Mr. Fuller moved the adoption of the amendment.
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MHr. eicLin oftferecd the following amendment tb the
amendment:

Add after the last wvord: "And that the President ap-
point a committee of five, who shall take this resolution and
all others on this matter of clerical aid, who shall report as
early as practicalble a resolution for consideration by this
bhody covering the matter of clerical aid."

Mr. MIeLin nloved the adoption of the amendment to the
amendment.

Mr. Fuller withdrew his amendment.
_Mr. Carson accepted Mr. McLin's amendment.
Mr. (rill movedl to strike out the amendelment offered by

Nt _~~~~~ M~r Acin.
r ~ \'lWhich was not agreed to.

flI ~ ~ ' ''The resolution, aS amended, was adopted.

· W1~~ hl~Mr. PBarber olelced the following resoeltintn
Senate C!olunclrent llesonltion No. (6:
By Mr. Barlber:
[esolvedl, the ol-touse coneurring, That a collllllittee consist-

ing of two on the part of the Senate and three from the
Hlouse he. appointed to inv-estigate the books, receipts and ac-
counts of the Comlmissioner of Agricultltre, Comptroller and
Treasurer, and they are authorized to employ such clerical
aid as will enahle them to make their regular investigation.

Laid over under the rules till tomorrow morning:
Mr. Reeves offered the followilng resolution:
Senate Concurrent ResoluLtion No. 7:

AX~~~~~~~ By Mr. Reeves:
W;hereas the New York Public Library, composed of the

> t~Astor Librarv. the Lenox Library and the Tilden Trust,
through its director, John S. Billings, has requested this body
to furnish to the said New York Public Librarv such volumes
of the Florida Senate Journals as niay be necessary to complete
the said Library's files of the said Journals to date, and

W hereas, The Bulletins of the New York Public Library
Rave 'een -fo .rvn -ecl regularly to the Florida State Library;
therefore be it

Resolved, by the Senate. the House concurring, That the
Secretnry of State lbe and he is hereby directed to furnish.
I.he sald New York Public Library, free of charge, snlch vol-
unlme ol the Florida Senate Jonrlals now in his keeping,, as
may be necessary to complete the files of said Journals to
date, inchluding the Journals, wlhen completed, of the plresent
session of this Senatc.

~- ILaid o0\er ndelllr tile rilles Luntil tomolrrow mlorling-.
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INT'BODT rCTION OF BILLS.

By -Mr. Rlendley:
Senate Bill No. 1:
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the division of

counties into school districts, for the election of school trus-
tees. in the districts, and for the levying and collection of
school tax in sauch districts, and to amend Chapter 4194 of the
Acts of the Legislature of Florida, approved June 12, 1893,
and Chapter 4336 of the Acts of the Legislature of Florida,
approved May 20, 1895.

Which wIas read the first timte by its title.

By Mir. Ilendley'
Senate Bill No. 2:
A bill-to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings on ap-

' peals fromI County Judlges' Courts and Courts of Justices of
the Peace.

Wlhich was read the first time by its title.

By Mr. Wilson:
Senate Bill No. 3:
A bill to be entitled an act to prohihit the carrlying of con-

cealed weapons, a.ncl the manufacture and sale of slung shots
and mletallic kInuckles, providing a penalty therefor, and to
repeal Chapter 4124, Acts of 1893, relating to the carrying
of concealed weapons.

hicl was read the first time by its title.

- -By ir. Wilson:
Senate Bill No. 4:
A bill to be entitled. an act in relation to appellate proceed-

ings and practice ill civil causes.
Which was read the first tinme by its title.

* By Mr. Mlecdreary:
Senate Bill No. 5:

d A bill to te entitled an act to amend Sections 26, 61 and
62 of the iLaws of Florida, Chapter 4328, eut tled an act to pro-
vide for the registration of all legally qualified'voters in the
several counties of the State, and to provide for general
and special elections and for the returns of elections.

Which was read the first time by its title.
By Mir. McCreary:
Senate Bill No. 6:
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal Cliapter 4217 of the

Laws of Florida, entitled "An act toorganize and establish a
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County Court in and. for Alac.hua Counlty and to provide for
the appointnlent of a prosecuting attorney for such County
Court," approved May 24, A. D. 1893.

\;Which was read the first time by its title.

By Mr. Blitch:
Senate Bill No. 7:

s~ ~ B~~ ^ ~A bill to he entitled an act to regulate he giving of offi-
cial lbonds bv guarantee or surety companies.

Wiicl was read tile first timnle by its title.

By Ir. PBitchb:
Senate Bill No. 8:
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for working, repair-

ing and maintaining the public roads and bridges of Levy
County by contract and to provide penallties for failure

S;It~~~ M ~Which was read the first time by its title.

CONSIDERATION OF RESOIUTIONS.

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 1:
Resolved, the House concurring, That a committee con-

sisting of two on the part of the Senate, and three from the
House, be appointed to investigate the books, records, and
accounts of the Comptroller and Treasurer, and they are au-
thorized to cmp]oy such clerical aid as will enable them to
make a thorough investigation.

-Was taken up and read the second time.
A Mr. McLin offered the following amendment to the resolu-

tion:
After the word "Investigation," add the words, "Provided

said clerical aid shall not exceed two clerks."
Mr. McLin moved the adoption of the amendment.
Mr. Hendley offered the following amendment to the

amendment:
After the word "Clerical," add the word "Expert."
Mr. Hendlev moved the adoption of the amendient *o the

amendment.
Mr. Blitch moved that all concurrent resolutions now be-

fore the Senate be referred to the appropriate standing conm-
inittees when appointed.

Which was agreed to.

And Senate Resolution No. 1,.together with the amend-
ments, and also the following resolutions were so referred:



Senate Concurrent Resolution No.. 2: \
*Y- Resolved, the House concurring, That a committee con-

sisting of two members from the Senate and three from the

House, be appointed to examine the books, accounts and
records of the office of the Commissioner of Agriculture, and
they be allowed to employ such clerical aid as they may find
necessary.

Be it Resolved, by the Senate, the House concurring, That
acommittee to consist of two from the Senate, and three
from the House be appointed to investigate the books, ac-

; counts and vouchers of the Comptroller and Treasurer, and

report to the Senate and House the result of the same; and
that said committee is hereby authorized to employ two ex-

pert accountants, with such clerical aid as may be necessary.

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4:
Resolved, the House concurring, That a committee consist-

ing of two on the part of the Senate and three from the
House, be appointed to investigate the books, receipts and

accounts of the Comptroller and Treasurer, and they are

authorized to employ such clerical aid as will enable them
to make their regular investigation.

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 5:
. Resolved, the House concurring That a committee con-

sisting of two on the part of the Senate and three from the

House, be appointed to investigate the books; receipts and

accounts of the Comptroller and Treasurer, and they are

authorized to employ any clerical and expert aid as will en-

able them to make a thorough investigation.
The concurrent resolutions introduced to-day were also

ordered so referred by the President.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The Message o. the overnor, presented yesterday; was

taken up.

Mr. Carson moved that the Governor's Message be spread
upon the Journal, and that the reading of the Message be dis-

' pensed with.
Which was agreed to.

The Governor's Meqsage was as follows: ..
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MESSAGE OF. THE GOVERNOR.

STATE OF FLORIDA, 

E_1XECUTIVE OFF1iE, April 4, 1699.

_Gen.tlermen o. t'he Sealte a(id ffouse of Representactives:

Thle Constitution directs that the "Governor shall corn-
municate by message to the Legislature at each regular ses-
sion informatioll concerning the condition of the State, and
recommend such measures as he may deem expedient." In
obedience to this mandate, I have the honor of submitting
the following statements and recommendations:

Nfl~~~~~~~ ~FINANCIAL.
Florida's financial standing is unsurpassed by that bf any

State in the Union. She has no floating debt; the few bonds
Nl of the masses, admonishes us that tlhe strictest econoly in

direct or indirect instrumentalities of taxation.
the rewards of labor are not to be confiscated through the
Municipal, Counlty, and State expenditures is necessalry, if
General Government, which must at last come from the labor
enormous a&d continuous increase in the expenditures of the
time make the burden of taxation as light as possible. The
eat efforts to preserve our financial standing, and at the same

Let this be an incentive, not to extravagance, but to earnl-
The State tax proper has also been reduced to three mills.
in 1898, and twenty-five thousand during the present year. 
paid. Seventy-five thousand dollars of this amount was paid

A thousand dollars of the principal of the State's debt has been
Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, one hundred

as cash in all financial channels.
due, are at a premimun, and her Comptroller's warrants pass
ontstandlina in the hands of individuals, although nearly

WARRA4NTS ISSUED.

4 By reference to the Comptroller's Report, it will be seen
that warrants were issued in 1898 aggregating $662,279.37,
distributed as follows:
Expenses Administrative Department ....... . $ .40,188 49
Expenses Judicial Department ............... 93,562 11
Assessment and Collection of Revenue ........ 71,969 29
Expenses State Troops, inc. Encampment...... 13,092 07
Maintenance Lunatics ...................... 58,667 77
Educational Purposes ...................... 168,774 86
State Chemist Department ..... 3........... ,599 97
Miscellaneous ........................... 212,424 81

Total Warrants Issued in 1898 ............ $662,279 37
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Under head of "miscellaneous," are included "Expenses
State Board of Health, Railroad Commission, payment of
Pensions, payments of borrowed money, distribution of hire
of convicts, and other items as set forth in detail in the
Comptroller's Report. These sums do not include the in-
terest upon the bonded debt, which is paid by the Treasurer
upon the presentation of the coupons representing said in-
terest.

In the elaborate reports of the Comptroller and Treasurer
you will find full information regarding the financial trans-
actions of the State Government.

If no material changes are made in our revenue laws and
no extraordinary appropriations authorized by the Legisla-
ture, the financial condition of the State will remain in a

-. healthy and satisfactory condition with our present rate of
State taxation Some minor changes, in a few laws, loolking
to economy, will be called to the attention of appropriate
committees.

Upon the general subject of taxation, it is deemed un-
necessary to repeat the recommendations contained in my last
message. Those that were not formulated into law, are still
proper subjects for consideration.

BONDED DEBT.

The bonded debt of the State is as follows: 
Bonds of 1871-

Seven per cent. bonds, 1871, interest payable
annually, amount issued .................. $350,000 00

i. Deduct amount in Sinking Fund ............ 82,300 00

$267,700 00
Deduct amount in Educational Funds ......... 203,800 00

Held by individuals, 7 per cent. bonds ........ $ 63,900 00
- Bonds of 1873-
Six per cent. bouds, 1io73, interest payable sei-

annually, amount issued ..... ... .... ... $925,000 00
Deduct amount in Sinking Fund ............ 160,200 00

$764,800 00
* Deduct amount in Educational Fund ......... 504,200 00

Held by individuals, 6 per cent. bonds ......... $260,600 00
- ;26 '~~~~~~~~~~
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ITndler legislatiye sallnction, $200,)00.00) were borrowed
18S91 alnd prior years. Half of this amlount, or $100,000.00,

;s elsewhere stated, has been paid since. the. adjournment of
the last Legislature, and the remsining $1(0,000.00 held in
Educational Funds.

T'he entire State debt, thel, including amnount in Educa-
-:iaonal Fnlds, is $1,132,500.00.

fl .- ~~~ FU NDING BONDS.

''lhe Constitution authorizes the Legislature to issue State

'Bonds for "tlle purpose of redeeming or refunding bonds al-
readcly issued, at a lower rate of interest."

Nfl~~~~~~~ TLhe seven. per cent. bonds issued in 1871 fall due January

-Lst, 1901. which will be before another Legislature convenes.
There are $63,900.00 of said bonds now in the hands of in-
-ilividuals; and althoughil the Educational Funds .ay he in at

-eoadition to take up thllis amount as an investment on or be-
fIpre the maturity ofl the bonds, still it is well for the Legisla-
.t. u-etoieonsider if it would not be wise to provide for their
;rlefunding by anotlher issue of bonds at a lower rate of in-
:test.

Tllis view is strengthened by the fact that there are $260,-
''00.00 six per cent. State Bonds in the hands of individuals,
that fall due in January, 1903; and one-law could provide
f-ior the redeeming of both issues. A well considered act, au-
1t.lorizfng the issue of bonds at a very low rate of interest to

:rlefund or redeem the $63,900.00 of seven per cent. bonds
-andl the $260,600.00 of six per cent. bonds, or as many of
the same as may be-held by individuals at the date of matur-
iltg, would be proper and timely.

The $S0S,000.00 State securities held by our Educational
Fulnds sllould be proviled for by the issuing of manuscript

isoends, under a separate act similar to Chapter 3564, Laws of
'18,S5. The State can afford to have these manuscript bonds,

4 issued to the various educational funds, bear a larger rate of
tiierest thanr the bous issued to redeem onr reflndl thos.e held

by individuals. Of course, provision should be made for
-%estroying the outstanlding bonds when redeemed, as well as
those in the sinking funds.

SHEOITA1:'CGE OF TR:EASIER.FR .

hlle resignation of ex-Treasurer C. B. Collins, tendered on
-hie 3d of June, 1897, was accepted, after the House of Repre-

:I; se.:- -nnTives passed a resolution advising the acceptance of the
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salme. On the same day (the Senate being organized as a

Court of Impeeachment), the I-louse passed the following reso-
lution:

"Resolved, by the House of Representatives; That the Gov-

ernor is herebyr required to see that C. B. Collins be prose-

cioted criminally for unlawfully converting the State's money
to his own use, and that he be sued on his bond for the full

amoulnt of money lost, as per the charges filed against him."

It was imy duty, after the adoption of said resolution, to

emnploy counsel to assist the efficient State Attorney in the

rosecution of the Stnte's ease against the ex-Treasurer.
lion B. F. Liddon, ex-Chief Justice of the State, and recog-

nized as one of the ablest attorneys in the State, was retained.
Tlhe jlury brought in a verdict of not guilty-.

In the civil suits against the ex-Treasrelr and hisi bonds-
mien, the Attoullev-General associated with hinm lIon. W. B.

Yommng, ex-Judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit.

As the misappropriation by Mr. Collins of State moneys
took place in 1896, under a former administration, his old

loonil, given for that administration, was responsible for the

shortage; and suits were instituted, and judgments obtaiend
against the ex-Treasurer and those bondsmen for the amount
of the State's claim. The judgment against Mr. Collins was
for $52.591.97 and interest.

The State has received from the school Board of Marion

Counlty;r through I-on. RP. A. Burford. its Attornev, for moneys

loanled the Board, $8,459.53; and from lon. J. N. C. Stock-

ton, Trustee, through his Attorney, Judge W. H. Baker, the

sum of $17,3"1.99, making a total of $25,781.52, which has

been credited on the judgment against the ex-Treasurer.

The amount paid by Mr. Stockton was the result of a final

decree in the case of "G. C. Stapylton, Receiver, et al., vs.

J. N. C. Stockton, Trustee, et al.," in the United States Court
in Florida and Witedf4+1 States Court of Appeals at New Or-

leans. in settlement of the loan of $15,000.00 made through

Mr. Stockton, as Trustee, by Mr. Collins, while State Treas-
urer. to the Merchants' National Bank of Ocala, and divi-

dends on note of the bank, paid to Mr. Stockton.

i Mr. Stockton has made a full report to this office, under

date of February 23d, 1899, regarding this loan, with expenses
of litigation, etc., which is on file; and open to the inspection
of the Legislature or others interested.
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1)^^*j~~~~DIRECT. TAX BEFUNDED.

_ l *>^^1~~~Governor Mitchell forwarded to this office onl January 18th,
1897, a check on the Merchants' National Bank of Jackson-
ville for $8,093.88, being a balance in his hands of the direct
tax paid over to the State under the Act of Congress of March
2d, 1891. He also gave me an order on the State Treasurer

fl'~ : ^^^H~for $10,000 of Duval county bonds held by him as security
-<s~~ -^^^1~ for the $8,093.88. The suspension of the bank precluded a

prompt settlement, but Receiver E. T. Shubrick as early as
possible paid the $8,093.88, with some additional interest,
making the total amount received on the check through Mr.

,s~~~~ ^^---Shubrick, $8,147.83. Of this sum, $6,974.40 was paid into
the State Treasury on June 18th, 1897, and the remainder

[ j ^H i ~held pending the examination of claims that had not been
Nl i ^finally adjusted. Of these claims, that of B. F. Weamns, of

1^ ll^^B| ' ~~Houston, Texas, for $268.72, was allowed, and the remainder
^^^ -̂H~~~of the money, amounting to $904.71, was paid into the State
_ - 'l'^B~Treasury on November 25th, 1898. The $10,000 of Duval
_ e^^^^H~~couinty bonds held as security were returned to the Merchants'

National Bank of Jacksonville, through the First National
Bank of this city.

EXAMINATION OF ACCOUNTS.

^^^^~: ~The Legislature of 1897 (Chapter 4587) authorized the
Governor to have the accounts of county officers examined
vwhenever hlie deenmed it proper for the public good. Uinder

- ^^^Jthis authority, Mr. WT. V. Knott was employed, and the re-
A .^^B suits of his work have demonstrated the wisdom of the law.

His reports furnish valuable information to the financial
.* ^^^^^ I ~ ~~~ ~ officers of the State, as well as to the County Commissioners

of the respective counties, as he has always forwarded the
Clerks of the Circuit Courts copies of the portions of his re-
ports relating to the finances of the respective counties.

^^^H^B ~Many thoasands of dollars have been saved the State and
the counties, the superior worth of the large number of effi-
cient county officers has been demonstrated, and others have
been stimulated to follow their example.

FLORIDA IN THE WAR WITH SPAIN.

Thle events that transpired in March and the early portion
;',~~ ~ ~of April, 1898, satisfied all that war between the Governmeut
I ^^^^Hof the United States and the Kingdom of Spain was inevita
I ^^^Hble. The President's call, therefore, on April 23d, for 125,

i! °()° 000 volunteers was not unexpected, and met -a prompt re
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spouse from the military organizations of this State. On
April "8th, this office was notified that Florida was expected
to furnish one regiment of infantry, consisting of twelve
companies, each company having not less than SO nor more
than 84 men.

The State had a military organization of five battalions of
infantry. each .battalion containing four companies; and two
batteries of artillery. Having no regimental organization,
it became necessary to select twelve companies from the twen-
ty companies of infantry to meet the call. This was a most un-
gracious and unpleasant task,k when every company had vol-
unteered. After consultation and consideration, the twelve
companies to constitute the regiment were selected from the
first four battalions. The Fifth battalion, under command of
Major D. F. Conelly, was left intact, to meet, with the other
companies, the President's second call, which it was under-
stood would soon Le issued. Florida, however, having been
allotted more than her quota according to population under
the first call, was not included in the second. This was un-
expected and disappointing, and of course prevented the Fifth
battalion and the other companies from entering the service.
Every effort was made to have a battery of light artillery also
accepted from this State, and Capt. Gumbinger worked unre-
Anittingly to that end. but without success.

The twenty companies of infantry were ordered into camp
at Tampa between the 12th and 15th of May, and on the lat-
ter date the regiment called for was ready to be mustered into
the United States service. It was mustered in at once, and
was one of the first, if not the first, volunteer regiment in the
field. The field officers were W. F. Williams, Colonel; I. E.
Webster, Lieutenant-Colonel; C. P. Lovell and J. W. Sackett,
Majors.

After the respective States had responded to the Presi-
dent's first call, it was commented upon as showing a proper
* State pride, that each State had placed at the head of her
regiments, officers claiming citizenship in said State.

When a vacancy afterwards occurred by the resignation of
Col. Williams, it was deemed proper to follow this unbroken
precedent, and the applications of officers who were citizens
of other States, to fill the vacancy, were not considered.

Florida had officers of the best type in the regular army,
who were graduates of West Point, and men in the business

-' walks of life, the equals of those from any other State, who
had received early military training.
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otherl Executives before me, it would have been considered
by mllny as a reflection upon our State to have placed a citi-
zen of another State at the head of our regiment. The Lieu-
tenan-t-C'lonel not desiring promotion, Major C. P. Lovell
was recommended and commissioned as Colonel of the regi-
nlent, and Captain PR. E. Davidson as Major.

The regiluent had no superior in the volunteer service,
and the high encomiunls passed upon the regiment and its
S:lperlb band by distinguished officers of the regular army,
\\-ere a source of pride to all Floridians. It was a demonstra-
tion that the men of the regiment were of the best type, and
that no mistakes had been made in the selection of company
and regimental officers.

For a complete roster of the regiment, as well as full in-
formation regarding our State troops and naval militia, you

Ariiin-antPPnprnl'g ranni't.a.ire respectflullyf referled to the Adjlltant-C.Telleral' renort.

Nt~~~~~~ ~~The regiment. was not ordered to Cuba to participate in the
battles arolunld Saltiago; but no regiment from any Southern
State had thalt opportunity. - With loyal and heroic hearts
they did every cluty assigned them-and men could do no
molre. As the President has well said, "the mighty army in
camp, realdy andcl eager to take the field, should be given equal
cre(dit \with those who participated in the short but decisive
contests in Cuba.. it was their presence, ready at an houlr's
notice for any emergelncy, that taught the enemy that further
rlesistance would be in vaii."

]iglht conlpanilles of the regiment were mustered out in
this city on )ece-lmber 4th, 1898, and the remaining four

Ai~ > e~~~companies at Huntsville, Ala., on January 28th, 1899. NTc
event in the histoiy of the regiment reflected greater credit
than the orderly and law-abiding manner ill which the mer
retlurnled to the pursuits of civil life. They were mnstered
out, paid their debts, and quietly departed for their homes
without a single Aviolation of city.ordinance or State law. Ii
w\-as an illust;ration of the higPest type of the true citizer

4 : soldiery.

Florida also furnished a Company, organized at Arcadia or
June 18th, 1898, under Captain W. R. Cobb, to the Third
United States VTolunteer Regiment of Immunes. Brigadie
General Albert WT. Gilchrist, of the Florida Militia, who en
listed as a private, while the Company was at Macon, Ga., wa'
elected First Lieutenant, and M. L. Williams, Second Lieu
tenant. Iieutenalt Gilbchrist was afterwards promoted te
Captain and assigned to many important duties in Cuba

1.



The Company was recognized as being composed of the bes
-material inl the comlmand, and furnished the Color-Sergeant-
Sergeant-Major, and Quartermnlaster-Sergeant of the Regi--
mnet, and had two of its Sergeants promoted to Lieutenantst
Altlhouoh reaching Cuba aftel the close of hostilities, thhe
Colmpany hlas done efficient service at (}1;nntanamo and sur-
rounding towns. Orders have been issued for the mustering:
out of the Regiment, and the men will return to their homes-
wearing all the honors of deserving soldiers.

A former recommendation for a regimental organization of'
our State troops is respectfully renewed. Had such an ox-
ganization existed at the beginning of the Spanish war, it.
would have enabled the Executive to have tendered a complet-
ed Regiment, without the disagreeable task of selecting twelve
companies, out of the twenty of infantry, which had volhn--
' eered

NAVTAL NMILITIiA.
l'he last legislature passed an act to establish a battalionm

of Naval Militia to consist of not more than four divisions.
Under this law, Divisions of Naval Militia were organized at
Jaclrsonville, Tampa, Port Tampa and Pensacola.

Captain J. W. Fitzgerald, the well lknown nautical expert,
was elected Lientenant Commander of the Battalion. The-
roster of the Battalion will be found in the Adjutant-Ge--
eral's report. E

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy, in his last report,.
speaking of the Florida Naval Militia, says:

"The N\aval Militia of this State, which at the outbreak.
of hostilities numbered twenty-four officers and about 200 
men, supplied six officers and ninety-three men to the Naval 
service. Of this nubllller, two officers and fifty-eiglht weln
servedl onL Auxiliary Naval Force vessels; and four officelrs
and thirty-five men served in the Coast Signal service."

In accordance with directions of Chapter 4569, Laws of' 
Florida, application was made to the Secretary of the Nay-h
i for the loan of a practice vessel for the use of the Naval 3li--

litia. The Unite.dl States Stcamshlip Wasu, one of the best of'
her class, was secured, and Lieutenant A. R. Merrill, the efri-- i
cient Commantder of the Jacksonville Division, toolk a com--
plement oftmen and brought her fromn Norfolk to Jackson--
ville.

It is the intention to have the ship spend portions of eac-.,
year at the ports of the respective Naval Divisions. The-
question of a coal supply, however, will have to be met. The'
Navy Department has declined to supply the necessary coal



to enable thile ship to visit the respective poltLs; and if thULI
is the settled policy, the State will have to make ali appropria-

tion for that purpose, or the Wasp remain -stationary at one

port and necessarily be of little use.

Attention is called to the necessity of malking appropria-
tions for the Naval Militia when appropriations are made for

State troops as under our law they are a '"part of the Militia
,i~ t -force of the State."

is 11it~~MILITARY EXPEX\SES.

Certain expenses had to be incurred by the State in con-

i: l~nection withl military operationls during the wa-r with Spainl,
in aiding to raise anti organize, supply ani eq ip, the volul-

! -~~teer arlmy of the United States. Fiorida's expenses in That
line Were proportionately far belowv those of other States of

tile -Union, and as thle san required at the tinme wras not one-
fifth as -mLLch asI tlhe expense would have been of ca-llg anl

Nfl g~ ~ extra session. of the Legislature, it was borrowed from the
First National Banlk of this city. The amoullt ($3,960.74)
that was borrowed was placed to the credit of Adjutant-Gen-
eral Houstount for disbursement, and he holds vouchers for

the salme. rThe interest at six per cent. up to June 1st nest
i;l +·will be $199.02, malking tlhe total amount that will then be
:t~ ~ due, -$4,159.76.

The TJlnited States Congress passed an act to reimburse the
States for such expenditures. Florida has claims now filed
amounting to $6, 6974 .34 being in. excess of the sulm she was

compelled to borrow, as there was a snmall lalance of an ap-

proplriation available for a portion of thile expense.
It is respectfully recoimimended that an appropriation for

-the money borron-ed be made. WVhen the Governlment Sel--

tiles the State's clainl it will lbe paid into the State rlreasury.

EXP'ENSES OF I MEN ON FIURLOUGHS.

By ordler of the War Departiment, eight comlpanies of tl-le

4 First Regimlent, Florida Volunteers, were ordered to tlhis cityv
in Octol-e- I.-I, to1 l - ll-tler for litirty i Arsvq andi tlre

iI ~lu~mustered out of thile service.
WThen the men were furloughed, it was ascertailled that a

very limnited number had the means of retuLrning home.

Hundreds of men turned loose anci no method provided by

the Governmlent for tranlisporting them to their homes, or
-returning them to their comuands at the close of their fur-

lough, and without nmlealns of suppolrt, necessitated prompt
action. The matter w\-as called to the attention o!f Col. Johnl
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- A. Henderson, Vice President of the Florida Central and
Peninsular Railroad, and he arranged to have the road trans-
port them to their, homes and return, and await the action
of the Legislature for compensation. The same arrangement
was made with the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad for tihe
imen fronim the Westernv portion of the State.

it was a great relief to the soldiers at the timne, and evi-
denced a most commendable spirit upon the part of the roads.
It is hliop ed the Legislaturlie will not hesitate to provide corl-
pensation. To that end it is respectfully recommended that
the Comptroller be authorized to audit and pay those claims
at the same rate per mile as was paid by the General Gov-

* ernent for moving troops.

EDUCATION.

The Educational iating of a State is generally looked upon
as the best guage of its progress, growth and healthy develop-
ment. Elevate and improve your public schools, and the ele-
vation and improvement of our future citizenzship is secured,
and the best safeguard guaranteed for the perpetuity of our
Republican Institutions.

The education of the masses is also an investment that will
at all times yield profitable results. Statistics demonstrate
that intelligent labor is worth at least 50 per cent. more than
illiterate, while the illiterates furnish fifty times their pro-
portion of paupers and many times more than their due pro-
portion of criminals.

The interest of our people therefore in popular education,
and the continued development of the State's educational
system, are sources of congratulation.

At the close of the school year in June, 1898, there were
. in operation 2,538 public schools with 2,792 teachers; of these

schools, 1,899 were for white, and 639 for colored pupils. At
the same time, there were 2,108 white and 681 colored
teachers.

Ry the census of 1896, Florida had a school population of
152,598; of which 86,196 were white, and 66,402 were col-
ored. The total enrollment is 108,455, being'divided as fol-
lows: White, 67,657; colored, 40,798..

The total expenditures for schools during the last school
year amounted to $736,951.23. The salaries of teachers con-
sumed $528,871.63; and the salaries of county superintend-
ents, $30,985.7]. The remainder of the sum was used for
improvements and costs of administraiton.
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^^^Bs ~~~~~Our higher institutions of learning.are. all well patronized,
and public sentiment sustains legitimate efforts for their fur-
ther and broader usefulness.

Our Common School system and our. higher educational
institutions have'grown to such proportions that a commum-
cation from the Executive Department can embrace not even
q brief synopsis of their full operations. The Superinten 1
eLrl of Public Instruction, under our Constitution, has su-

fl^~~ I*,:BB '* pervision of all matters pelitamining to public instruction, and

fl'< ~ ' ^^Hhis elaborate report contains complete information of tire
State's educational system, in all of its details.

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

M-~ ~ ^^^Ma~rThe first decade of the official life of the State Board of

Health has passed into history. Its record is one of unbroken
success, and the people of Florida appreciate its work. The

fl f^B^H '~trying experience of last summer, with great armies en-
N ^^camped upon our soil, and constant communication with in-

fected ports, has emphasized the fact that our Health Board
furnishes the best security against the possibility of epidemics
and tlre evils resulting therefrom.

^^ ^Hl\ The reports of the President of the State Board, and its
'^^; ^State Health Officer. are submitted for your information and
> - e; consideration. Their importance necessitates your careful

consideration.
The recommendations of our experienced and able Health

: ^^H~Officer are made after a full and intelligent study of the sub-
- - Jjest, and have received the unanimous endorsement of the
;^^H , ~ State Board of Health. They will necessarily claim your

i** ^^^R| ;~ ~ best attention and considerate judgment.
i L' For reasons stated in the Health Officer's report, the Board

. ^^^^*1 ''.. ~ is somewhat cramped financially, and may require a special
appropriation to carry its work through the present year.

CONFEDERATE HOME.

jA~ ^^^*|~~~The report of Hon. F. P. Fleming, President of the Con-
. ^^federate Soldiers' and Sailors' Home Association, shows llaL

there were twelve beneficiaries in the Home on December 31,
u^H ;u ~ 1898. This Home is located in Jacksonville, and, the Presi-
^^HH '* ';dent states, is accomplishing much good in effecting the ob-

jects for which it was instituted.
i^^B ; ~ For 1898, the State contributed to the Home $817.90,
!^^H ~ Iwhich was supplemented by contributions from individuals,
^^^BI ~ and the material assistance of various chapters of the United

II^^
l ~ Daughters of the Confederacy.
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During the past year, a settlement has been effected in the
title to a small strip of land on the north side of the property,
improvements have been made in fencing and repairs to build-
ings, and the management hopes to be able during the pres-
ent year to somewhat.enlarge the capacity of the Home.

*. ~ CONFEDERATE PENSIONS.

One of the most serious financial problems that confronts
the Legislature is the payment of pensions under the law en-
acted by the last Legislature-

Prior to that period all pension laws were passed for the
benefit of those who enlisted in the military or naval service
of the Confederate States, or of this State, who lost limbs, or
who were permanently injured by wounds or diseases con-

* tracted while in said service.
: The last Legislature departed from this principle and gave

the benefit of the pension lawAs not only to those who enlisted
and are permanently injured from wounds or disease con-
tracted during the service, but since.

The same change was made as to the widows of pensioners.
Under the old law, "widows of soldiers or sailors killed, or
who died daring the war from exposure resulting from service
in the line of active military duty, or shall have since died
of wounds received while in the line of duty," received a
pension.

Under the act of 1897, widows are entitled to a pension of
$150 per annlum, whether their. husbands died during the
war or since, regardless of the cause of death.

The departure by the last Legislature from the former-
policy of all our pension laws, was urged upon the ground
that the change would add but a limited number to the pen-
sion roll, and but.a small additional expense to the taxpayers.
of the State. Time has demonstrated this to be incorrect.

Since the first pension law was passed in Florida, two
I thousand and sixty applications for pensions have been filed.

About one-half of this number have been filed since and under
the enactment of the pension law by the last Legislature; and
from correspondence, blanks applied for, and other informa-
tion, those best able to judge believe that five hundred addi-
tional claims will be filed when there are meanls to satisfy the'
same. It is thus evident that the estimates of those who ad-
vocated and pressed the legislation of 1897 were erroneous.

The ,Comptroller estimates that it will require an appro-
priation of about $265,000J per annum to meet the future deC-
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nw'ands of the present pension law, and a special tax levy of
31/3 mills on the dollar on the aggregate value of all the tax-
Alb]e property of the State.

Suppose we place the estimate at $250,000, and the tax
levy which will be necessary to raise the same, at three mills
on the dollar, and contrast the tax levy with that of other
Southern States.

:I^^H. ~Alabama has heretofore levied one-half mill for pension
fl ^^^^~ purposes; information, however, has been received that her
M*< ^^^^^5 : ~~last Legislature raised this amount to one mill on the dollar

of her taxable property. North Carolina levies one-third of
a mill, and ten cents poll tax, making a total of less than
-one-half mill; South Carolina appropriates the equivalent of

M,~~ ^^^^^BI~a tax of about five-eighths of a mill; Mississippi, of one-half
mill; Arkansas, of one-fourth mill; Tennessee, of one-third
mill; Virginia, of one-third mill; and Louisiana, of one-fifth
mill tax. Texas has had no law providing lor ConfUederate

*<M ^^^^^w~~pensions, but recently adopted a constitutional amendment
authorizing hlier Legislature to make appropriations for Con-

^^^^i ~federate soldiers, but limits the amount that can be appropri-
-- slH~ited for such purposes to the equivalent of a one-third mill

tax upon her present taxable resources. Georgia allows
widows a pension of about $60 each, per annum, and an
average of about $55 each, to maimed or disabled Confederate
soldiers. Florida has heretofore appropriated a sum equiv-
alent to a tax of about two-thirds of a mill, and allowed larger

^^^^ : ~ pensions than any of the other Southern States.
Under the law adopted by the last Legislature, the Conip-

troller estimates a levy of at least three mills will have to be
iA~ ~ ;^^^^~ ~ made to meet its future requirements. If the Legislature at

l^^^^B~ its present session should order a tax levy of three mills for
.*~~~~ ^^^^^Bpensions, it would be twelve months before the proceeds

would be available. What is to be done during those twelve
mn onths?

An appropriation of less than $200,000 would not meet the
claims now on file, to say nothing of those daily coining in;

XA~ ^^^^^^B~~~and such b an ppropriation for pensions, with the usual ap-

: ^^H~propriations for the necessary expenses of the State Govern-

^^ B ; K~nent, State AsylumL, and other public purposes, in(udiug in-

^^^^' ~ terest upon the public debt, with the cost of the present Leg-
.:^^, ~ islature, would in a few months exhaust the Treasury, ren-

der it unable to cash the Comptroller's warrants, weaken
^^^^H iFlorida's high financial standing, and reduce her to a sc(;ript

basis.
^^ 'l'HThe Legislature; through proper committees or otherw ise,

:4hould consider this grave financial question in all its phases.
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Our sympathies naturally and warmiy go out to the (lon-
federate soldiers aild their widows, and it is honed that rea-
sonable assistance can be furnished without injustiee to the
deserving soldiers and widows, and without overbLurldening
the taxpayers, or impairing the State's financiil credit.

PUBLIC LANDS AND AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.

Uinder our Constitution, the Commissioner of Agriculture
has supervision of all matters pertaining to the public lands,
such duties in relation to agriculture as may be prescribed by
law, and supervision of the State prison.

The following information from the Commissioner's report,
as to the sale of swamp, internal improvement, school andt
seminary lands, will be of interest:

Acres. Acres.
Swamp lands sold in 1897 .............. C,311.52
Swamp lands -sold in 1898........... 2,819.03

Total sold in 1897 and 1898......... 9,130.55
Swamp lands on hand January 1st, 1899 ...... 422,064.S2

Acres. Acres.
Internal IImprovement lands sold in 1897. 4,314.93
Internal Improvement lands sold in 1898. 2,253.54

Total sold in 1897 and 1898......... 6,568.47
Internal Imurovement lands on hand January

1st. 1899........9................ ...... 94,688.90

Acres. Acres.
School lands sold in 1897............. 9,934.24
School lands sold in 1898............. 4,147.66

Total sold in 1897 and 1898......... 14,081.90
* School lands on hand January 1st, 1899 (Ap-

uroxi-matcd ....... ....... .. ........... 341,893.20

Acres. Acres.
Seminary lands sold in 1897........... 217.32
Seminarv lands sold in 1898........... 120.28

Total sold in 1897 and 1898. ... 337.60
.. Sepinarylands. on hand January 1st, 1899.... 30,418.34
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_ Ac^H~~~The swami) and overflowed lands deeded to railroads and
canals, and matters appertaining to all land grants, etc., will
be found in the report.

The auricultural statistics will necessarily claim thle atten-
tion of all who feel an interest in the material development
of the State. Those statistics embrace field crops, live stock,
poultry, dairy .and numerous other products, and the exports

N of the State.
N ^ HThe report of the Commissioner covers such a large and

'^^BB' varied field that it is impossible to condense the contents
!^B' ~sufficient to embrace the material information and recom-
^ H ; rtmendations in the limits of a message. It will, of course,

is~ ~ ' ^^^Hreceive careful consideration by the Legislature.
^^B ;s~~~ 'STATE CHEMIST.

N s B Thle States east of the Mississippi. also Missouri, Arkansas
N '^B -and Louisiana, twventy-nine in number, are designated by

' ^^*jthe United States Department of Agriculture as the fertil-
izer consuming region of the country, as the remnaining States
use but small quantities.

The frequent imposition upon the agricultural classes by
the fraudulent character of fertilizers offered for sale, neces-

: ^B ', ~ sitated legislation in all these States. The legislation is of
the same general character, differing only in minor details.
The State Chemist, after a careful comparison, considers the
law of Florida, in all essentialipoints, the very best that has
been enacted.

^^^ ~: ~ The United States Department of Agriculture says, that
A !^- the effect of this legislation in the fertilizer consuming re-

gion has been to generally "eliminate fraud in the business,
~~~~. .^^~ ~ and insure the farmer that he is buying what is represented,

: ^^H~and that his chief concern is to secure such fertilizer as is
chemically adapted to the requirements of his soil and crop."

' HH|~The Department of the State Chemist is self-sustaining,
and of no cost to the tax payers, as the salaries of Chemist,

S ^Assistant Chemist, and the expenses of the labratory are all
l ^^^M~~~~paid out of the receipts from the inspection of fertilizers.

i^^^~i ~ For detailed information regarding this department, I re-
speetfully refer you to the report of the State Chemist.

STATE REFORM SCHOOL.
"^^*1 | fUnder Chapter 4565, Laws of Florida, certain State offi-

cers were authorized and required to secure an eligible site
^^ H j ~ for a Reformatory Sehool, to he "located with regard to cost

of living as well as adaptibility to agricultural development
,1 and fertility."
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After a carleful investigation, and lookilng to the instruc-
tions of the law, an admirable location was selected in Jack- 
soin county, iiear the town of Marianna, the county seat of the 
county. * i

The citizens of that county have given 1,200 acres of land 
and $1,400 in cash.

The law requires the Board to erect two buildings, one for
white and the other for colored juvenile offenders, "not nearer
than one-half mile to each other." It was deemed advisable
to erect the buildings of brick, as wooden structures were r
not considered desirable for the purposes intended.

After securing plans and specifications, advertisements were
given out for the erection of the buildings. In April, 1898,
the contract was awarded to the S. S. Leonard Company, of
Jacksonville, for the sum of $13,000 for the two buildings.
It was found impracticable to secure two such buildings as
were necessary for the $10,000 appropriated. The donations,
however, made by the county, will be sufficient when the land
is sold, to make up the deficiency.

The contractors, for reasons not definitely known to the
members of the Board, have been embarrassed in their oper-
ations, and delays have resulted. Those delays were extreme-
ly annoying to the Board, and every reasonable effort has been 
nmade to have the work expedited. The State, having a good
and sufficient bond, no pecuniary injury was anticipated, but
the work was unpleasantly delayed. Arrangements, however,
were finally perfected for the completion of the contract,
and it is expected the buildings wilk be ready for acceptance
in a few weeks.

In order that the State's obligations may be promptly met,
I respectfully request that an additional sum of four K

thousand dollars be appropriated out of the hire of convicts,
for outhouses, cisterns, the erection of proper enclosures, and
any balance that may be due on buildings; and that the pro-
ceeds of the lands, when sold, be paid into the Treasury.

4: STATE CONVICTS.

The Commissioner's report also gives full details regard- L

ing the convicts sentenced by judicial authority to confine-
ment and labor in the State prison. The present contracts
under which the prisoners are worked were entered into by

the advice and direction of the Legislature of 1897. ThaQe
contracts are for four years, commencing January 1st, 1895,
and obligate the contractors to pay twenty-one thousand
dollars annually for the hire of said convicts.

;__ * ^~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



TI'he Comnissioner reports 71, convicts on hand December
31st. 1898.

Time but emphasizes the following recommendation, made
in mv former messagfe, and it is again submitted for your
consideration: "The State should have an agent appointed
by the Commissioner of Agriculture, whose duty should be 
to visit each camp at least six times every year; and not only
have the power to prepare and bring meritorious cases be-

fl^~~~ ~fore the Pardoning Board, but look carefully to the manage-
ment and treatment of the convicts, and see that the con-

.i~ ~ tracts with the lessees are fully complied with."
~~! ~ "It is respectfully recommended that the scope of the pres-

i encut law (Chapter 4390, Acts of 1895,) be so enlarged as to
meet these requirements, and that the compensation of the

I, Agent be proportionately increased, to be paid out of the

N *'. fund arisinvr from the hire of convicts."

N l -i INSANE ASYLUM.

The capacity of the Asylum has been more than doubled
in the last three or four years, and many important improve-
ments have been perfected since my former message.

The Institution has had added a satisfactory electric plant:
-also an elevated steel stand pipe for water, capable of supply
ing suficient water, with pressure for any portion of the premi-
ises.

Including the Foreman Homestead, there are four addition-
al cottages properly furnished for the use of employees. The
farm has been greatly enlarged, and a satisfactory dairy plant

|^H|j~~ : ~established.
A large and superior cooking plant has been erected, and

.^B ~ ,~ ~ the water supply guaranteed by the completion of an addi-
tional emergency water works plant sufficient for every contin-
gency.

Hospital departments have been constructed, and a nurser)
establishment supplied.

A ^BThe recommendations of the Superintendent as to further
.^^R~~ ~improvements, will, of course, receive your thoughtful con-

sideration.
While similar institutions in wealthier States may be sur-

rounded with more glittering paraphernalia, it is not believed
that any furnish more substantial comforts to the inmates
than Florida's' Assylum. for the Indigent Insane.

^^H , ; There were 230 persons admitted to the Asylum during the
l^B ~ past year. Evidently many of -them were not entitled, un-
^H| ,' der the law, to become inmates of the Institution. In addi-
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tino n fhe lap a n1ir lip-her of ePnilentics; idiocy, senility iler

acenllipaied by poverty, imbecility, morphine degenerates-
and acute achoholism, are all represented. As the Superin--
.tendent weill say:

"These classes of our people are often objects of pity, andt
should be subjects of individual and community, if not the- r
public charity. But the indiscriminate use of this Asylum
for their benefit is, in effect, a perversion of the institution'
and its funds from the higher andl more sacred purpose of:
their creation."

In addition, the Institution has been compelledl to accept .
criminals of sound minds, who -assume the plea of insanity-
inerely to deceive the jury and avoid the punishment so justly
due. It is respectfully submitted that the law should author--
ize the temporary confinement of criminals (when there is-
a doubt of their sanity), in the county jails, where proper-
tests could be made, and the criminai verdict enforced if-
the plea of insanity proved untrue. In this connection at--
tention is respectfully called to the views of the Superintend- ,
ent that "the actually criminal insane should not be confined
in the Asylum with patients wh6se lives have no taint of' r
crime.'"

The suggestion of Dr. Blocker regarding the propriety of?
autopsies in the pathological work of the Institution, is-.
worthy of your careful consideration. The medical profes--
sion consider autopsies one of the chief methods of advancing:
the science of medicine; and under proper restrictions, a re--
sort to it. as Dr. Blocker states in his report, would "accumu---
late valuable information that would promote advancement
and possible discoveries, to better the condition of others"' 

The Asylum had at the close of the year 491 inmates under-
treatment. Of this number, there were white males, 147;:
white females, 138; colored males, 106; colored females, 100. mRK

It affords me pleasure to express my appreciation of the
Superintendent, and the Physician of the Institution, and
to ask for their recommendations the most careful considera--
tion. 

RAILIROAD COMMISSION.

The Legislature in May, 1897, passed an act creating al
Railroad Commission, and the Conmnissioners organized un-
der said act, on July 1st, of the same year.

To formulate and put into operation the many delicate and?'

. ~ .as ~L
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respon-ible iitie: a devolving upon tile c omuInwir oiwers un&r
the law, necessarily required dcl iberatiun, and careful con-
si deratlon. Before obliterating cxisdinm, conditions. whicli
had been inteiworen with the o-rowth and-imanagement of
great enterpriwes in the State, justice amd public policy cle-
manded that all interests le heard.'aid the formulation of
new, conditions be accompanied witli ,uc ii an adherence to
bnsincss pi inciples, as to render piiotical and permanent
whatevci action was taken.

'T'lmese endlerrzislsmcuts necessaril y surronli tlle- first years
of iiux conuiiission upon which is dcevolved such intricate and
import nit wxorlL As the work progresses, and laws are
aimieljided ai-id judicially interpsreted tile various interests are
gramin dim lrdjusted to meet proper req oqirements, and the iull
fruition of intelligent and considleiate action secured.

-tar uL. c'1 life of the Commission being less than two
Years, must, tlerefore be taken into consideration when es-
timatin- r results- eCpccally when no se1Sssion oi the Legisla-
ture hasm inteivoned to correct any defects in the law.

The report -ot the Commiissioiners is divided under five
general head-: A\enicnments recomumendedi to the Railroad
Conimission ILxx regutatxons of freight rates in and out of
the State; jurisdictiou or control of charges by Express Com-
panics in and bevonld the limits of the State; passenger rates)
and Department of Claims.

The recommendations that claim your direct attention are
those that ask aniendmnents to the law. The Commissioners
consider that certain benefits which the people should receive
are in a great many cases destroyed by the law's' requiring
sixty days as the miniumin time in which any change in rates
can be made effective.

They ask that the law should more fully deane the powers
of the Commission in requiring railroads to uinild depots for
the aceomuodation of the public.

j i I I Operators or managers of steamboats, deny the powers of
the Commissioners over their lines, a.d as the law is not con-
sidered clear, the Comumissoiners deem it advisable, before
litigation ensues, to leave no doubts as to their po wers to
metake rates and schedules governing freight and passenger
trafih on and over such lines.

'rhe Comniissioners also asdk for an addition to the law as
follows:

"The law shouldl be so amended as to require all railroads
and express compainies doing busiiness iii the State to estab-
lish anjd maintain general offices in time State. This provis-
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'ion is absolitelv essential in order that the Gamin n
iny make such examinations as the law cq-ntempFates. The
general officers of a number of the compaiiies arc without tile
State, and beyond our jurisdiction]'

The woirk of the Commission with the railroad and expilreis
comlpanies in connection wvith the regulation of freightt rates
in and[ beyond the limits of the State, the qu-estions of passen-
ger rates, and claim-s for overcharges, etc., etc., arc fully set
forth in ie annual reports and need not be discussed here.
IThis being the fnmt session of the legislature since the hiop-
tion of tine law, the report of the Commissioners will nec(-e,a-
rib- receive xoun careful and intelligent consideration.

J hen e&press the belief "that the Commkision, as ripells in
-experiuene i vill ultim dtely become of great benefit to the in-

SEI.N(lNOLE INTDIA.NS.
'T 1wc l at [ccll- of the partially submerged jarnus[ inc thin

Ji ·ci" laths the p-ctictalbiiity oof their drainage, and] Lie
.t ciiiv !v'aicli of imlpov ement looking to the utilization bt

lose fn brdhn forcibly to the front the necessity of somle
00cit10 noit Ioth the (4eueral and State Governments, if honfes
are to lbe -eclured for the Seminole Indians remaining in this
St'Lel .I h1e Depairtment of the Interior estimates that there
4are "firom 4-0)0 to 500 Seminole Indians or descendants of
Seminoles in Florida."

No weighit can be given to the claimn sometimes put forth
I x overzealous friends of the Indian, that the State takes her

tale to the swamp and overflowed lands under the act ol Con-
Vress of September 28th, 1850, "subject to the right of oc-
cupancy by the Indians."

VWhatever may be said derogatory to the treaty of 1832
made bay the General Govermuent with the Seminole Indians,
it must be recognazed that said treaty cannot at this day be

ujuestioned. Under this treaty, proclaimed April 12th, 1834
(7, Stat., 368), the Seminole. Indians relinquished to the4- Un ited States "all claims to the lands they at present occupy
in the Territory of Flordtla,` and agreed to einiprate to the
territory given to the Creeks west of the 'Mississippi;

The Act of Congress of September 28th, 1850, granted to
the several States the whole of the swamp and, overflowed
lands" which remained unsold at the date of the Act; and

.said grant has been construed in tie various decisions of the
Supremie Court of the United States, and of the Interior De-
partment, as a grant in praesenti, passing to the State Lhe
title to setf swalmyp and overflowed lands.
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\While such is the case, yet every principle of humanity
should prompt both the General and. State Governments to
see that the Seminoles left in Florida should not be without
lands for homes and cultivation. Their natural support,

;^^^^| **coming from the results of the chase, is rapidly disappearing,
^^!HB ' and they should not be left homeless and helpless. Their

condition appeals strongly to the noblest sentiments of our
nature.

fl*^~~~~~ ^^^^Since 1894 Congress has annually appropriated $6,000 for
M*<~ ^^^^Bj~~~the benefit of the Indians in Florida; one-half of said amount

to be used in securing them permanent homes. Under this
appropriation, there has been purchased near the Everglades
8,960 acres.

In 1891 the State of Florida donated 5,000 acres for the
^^^HHl~ '* ~ ~ benefit of the Seminoles; and in the recent drainage contract

: ^^^H~made by the I. I. Board, the trustees, learning that there were
- ^^*Hsome settlements of Indians around Fine island and Seven

Prophets, reserved, subject to Legislative action, 10,000
acres in that vicinity for the same purposes.

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior, in his last report, states
that certain lands in this State, the title to which is still in
the United States, can be assigned to these people. In view
of efforts in that direction, if the General Government will
undertake to provide a reasonable reservation for their occu-
pancy and support, and induce the Indians to locate on the
same, it is respectfully recommended that the trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund be authorized to reserve, for

^^^^ * ~ the Government, with a view of exchange or otherwise, all
*^^^^* ; lands held by said trustees in the proposed territory.

RECLAMATION AND DRAINAGE.

On the 29th of June, 1898, the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund entered into a contract with certain par-
ties who became incorporated under the laws of the State, as
the "Florida East Coast Drainage and Sugar Company," for

AI ^^^B~~~~the reclamation, drainage and purchase of some eight hun-
dred thousand acres of land granted to the State of Florida
by the Act of Congress of September 28th, 1850, in the ex-
treme southeastern portion of the State, embracing a large
portion of what is known as the Everglade region.

This elevated basin, from its eastern border to the Atlantic,
* ^^^H nhas a total fall of some twenty feet, rendering its bottom prac-
^^^^*1 ! tically above tide water, and the magnificent territory of rich

Fl^^ lands capable of successful reclamation.
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The value of the lands in what is known as the "Everglades
of Florida" has been scientifically and practically tested, and
there is no room to doubt their great fertility. The deep
black mold soils of South Florida have been analyzed by
prominent chemists in this country and in Europe, and a
*comparison of results shows a remarkable uniformity in the
'components of these rich soils. Prof. Aiken, of the Royal
Agricultural Society of Scotland, in an analytical report on
these soils, says: "I have never seen a sample of a soil so
attractive ,or containing in it, to such a degree, those charac-
teristics of a soil that indicate fertility." Prof. Wiley, while
Chief Chemist of the United States Agricultural Department,
stated that "These lands are new to agriculture and superior
to any other soil in their capability for heavy crops."

Prof. Wiley made a personal visit to portions of the great
tunreclaimed region of Florida's inundated lands, and gave his

-opinion of the soil in the following statement:
'"There is practically no other body of land in the world

which presents such remarkable possibilities of development
-as these muck lands," and adds:

"They afford promises of development which reach beyond
the limits of prophecy."

These 'soils have also received practical tests not only in
the successful cultivation of sugar cane, but in general field
,crops, semi-tropical and tropical fruits, and early vegetables.

Claus Spreckles, the great sugar authority of the Hawaiian
Islands, and grower of beet sugar in California, after inspect-
ing similar soils just north of those embraced in the con-
-tract. said:

"The soil is as rich as any I have ever seen, and with proper
cultivation, the yield should be equal to that of any other
country on the face of the globe."

The capital stock of the company is two million of dollars;
-and with all the natural advantages and unsurpassed fertility
possessed by the territory to be reclaimed, there should be
no doubt that it will result profitably to the capital invested
nand develop a mnagnificenti territory, to the inoalcu1lalle ' en-
*efit of the entire State.

BOND OF COUNTY OFFICIALS.

Chapter 4413, Laws of Florida, directs the County Com-
missioners of the various counties, twice annually, to examine
as to the efficiency of the bonds of the county officers of their
respective coiuties, "and if by reason of death, assignment or
insolvency of any of the sureties on said bonds, the Commis-
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sioners believe that the sufficiency of any bond has become
impaired, they shall report the same to the Governor, who -
shall require the officer to execute a new bond for the same

^R~' ~ amount and under the same conditions as his former bond."
Upon the Comptroller devolves the duty of making sim-

ilar reports to the Governor as to the sufficiency of the bonds
of State officials.

The law works an unusual hardship upon officials who are
fl^~ -required to give bonds. To illustrate: A tax collector or

N county treasurer may be required by law to give a bond for
$30,000.00. If one or two sureties on said bond for $1,000.00(
each assign or become insolvent, the matter is reported to
this office and the Governor is required to call for a newv bond.

M-~ *BM~~~It is a source of great inconvenience to the officer to be forced
to give an entirely new bond because his original bond is im-
paired to the amount of one-twentieth or one-tenth of its
original value. The law should be so changed as to require-

fl^~~~~ -the officer to give an additional or strengthening bond for
the amount that his original bond has become impaired.

In this connection, andl in view of the adoption of the-
amnendmenet to Section 13 of Article XVI of the State Con-
stitltion at the election held November last, your attention is.
respectfully called to the report of the Comptroller, suggest-

' ~~ing that suitable legislation be enacted "defining the condi--
-* * ~ tions under which a guarantee or surety company should be

considered 'responsible,' and authorizing any such guarantee
or surety company to become the sole surety on an official

*^H : ~ bond requiring two or more sureties, together with such
other provisions as the Legislature might, in its wisdom, deem

A necessary to protect the interests of the State, Counties and'
- , Ji~llMunicipalities."

*B~~: ~STATE CIRCUIT JUDGE.
In my message to the last Legislature. recommendation was

' nnH~made that "Our Constitution should be so amended as to have
a Circnit Judge appointed for the State, who could be di-

AX~~ W~~reeted to hold court in any county where a necessity existed
whether that necessity was produced by unusual crime or by
disability of thie Judge of the circuit."

lFurther consideration and experience but confinrms tlte cor-
redness of the recommendation, and it is again submitted
for investigation.

UNIFORMITY OF LEGISLATION.

fMessrs. R. W. Williams, J. C. Avery and Louis C Massey,
the three Commissioners appointed for Florida for the promo-
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.tion of tnifolrlity of Lecislation i tile iUnited States, have

submnlitted their report. There have been two conferences,
since their last report, of tile Commissioners from all the
Staies-one at Cleveland, Ohio, in 1897', and one at Saratoga,
INew York, in 1898. Florida was repren(uted at both.

The Negotiable Instrument Law agreed upon by the con-
ference, is now the law in New York, Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Maryland, Virginia, Colorado and Florida. No
State has rejected it, and it is believed that it will be adopted
by all. It was also passed by the Congress of the United_
States at its recent SesilOn, and becomes operative, in all ter-
ritories and the District of Columbia.

Se eral important laws bearing upon divorce, sales, transfer
of stock, etc., etc., are being considered by the conference
withb a view of securing uniformity throughout the counltry.
An eminent author has said that these efforts are "the most
important juristic work undertaken in the United States since
the adoption of the Federal Constitution."

DISPRlEGARDING STATE LAW\S.r

On the night of August Gth, 1S98,. a portion of the Ninth 
United States Cavalry (colored), when leaving Tampa, by
force of armis, entered the Hillsborough County jail, broke 
down its doors and took from legal custody a prisoner charged
* with the violation of our State laws.

After they had taken the prisoner from the jail, they
marched to a populous portion of the city of Tampa, and, in 
the presence and hearing of their officers, and without any
protest from them, terrorized our people by discharging large

mmbers of fire arms.
They took the prisoner aboard the train of which their 

officers were in charge, and carried him beyond the limits of
the State. It was a most flagrant overriding and violation of
our State and MIunicipal laws by a portion of the United

States Army. -
Tile SlleriEff of thie CuIIlty f;.lrnishllcd me affiCdavits bearing D

upon this outrage, and I made a formal demand, accompanied
by copies of the evidence, upon the Secretary of War, for the
return of the prisoner and the punishment of those engaged
in this dastardly crime.

The papers in the case we.re forwarded to Hon. S. M.
Sparkman, at Washington, and he presented them at the War
Department. Up to this time, no satisfactory answer has
been received as to what will be done in the premises.
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CON \VENTIO N S.
Two important NLational Conventionus have a-ssetblDed in

qcur State since the meeting of the last. Legislature. The
largest and most interesting Fishery Conxention that ever
*convened iii any country was held ni Tampa in JanuLary , I
under a call is-,ed from this ollic:e. Twentv-four Slates and'
-several foreign countries were rc-pre.ented by a large number
of delegates prominently connected %with fisheries, fish enl-
turat work, scientific research and general economic pursuits
appertaining to the business. The papers submitted were of
the highest order, and wverd considered so valuable that the
United States Commission of Fish and Fisheries had them
printed at the expense of the General Government.

Tflie demand was so great, both in this country and in
E1uroe. thlat the e dition w~s soon px-h( l tI1c1 S InA fl _- lJ-I-

* Congress authorized tie publication of another edition to
N 'npply tile necessary demand.

On February Sth of the present year, a Military Conven-
tion met in the same city, and twenty-five States, the Donmin-
ion of Canada and the ]Republic of M1exico were represented
by delegates. Dr. McCrackin, Chancellor of the mfiversitj
of New York, delivered an able and instructive address upon
"The Relation of the Public Schools to Military Drill," and
'he City of Toronto furnished from her public schools a com-
pany of well-drilled Canadian Cadets, in illustration of the
operations of the practice in that Dominion.

As a result of this Convention, it is hopcd that a hill will
he submitted to the next Congi e-s, which will not oulR add
to the efficiency of the variots bodies ot State troops, but
miake them a strong, reliable and healthy reserve for- time
General Government.

To bring the National Guard or State troops up to apl-
proximate the efficiency of oi rtegular Arilm', and thus give
the States an ample guarantee for the suprem'acy of law and
order, ant the Gcnuerl Glox -ernment a military reserve equal

4 1,o the "',-orld' best soldleyi~ ¾ lids tite0ile doinmating thought. of
she Conventioni

To Col. T. IT. irigit is due the credit for the sluamqstion
,of these conventioub, and laroely their success. They neces-
sarily gave prominence to tim SCtnate, 'and Itheir influence wVill
be felt throughaout the entire country.

OMIAHA AND PARIS.
ii * An official communication from the Governor of Nebraska

requests that the attention of the pi'ogressive Ipeople of Flor-
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ida be called to the "'Greater American Exposition," which
will be held in Omaha from July 1st to November 1st of the
present vear. -

Extraordinary efforts are being put forth to secure exhibits F
from all the States of the Union, and the Islands of the At-R

'. lantic and Pacific, where detachments of thle' United States
Army are now stationed._

The grounds and buildings of the Omaha Exposition of 
. 1898 will be remodelled and greatly beautified, and many

attractive features added.
All exhibitors will be accorded space free of charge, and a

royal welcome given to all visitors.t
The aroused attention of the world to the progress of the

United States in all the elements that constitute a great
country, will necessarily attract attention to her exhibits at
the great International Exposition to be held in Paris in 1900.

A full exhibit of thile agricultural and mineral resources orf
this country, and the growth and products of her manufac-_
turies; her triumphls in the general diffusion of education, r
and attainments in science and inventions in all their rami-
fications, will evidence the progress and welfare of our people. r

These expositions will he noted events in the history of the
times, and Florida's resources would necessarily attract at-_
tention if represented by proper exhibits.

,, ~ITALIAN CENTEN\ARY.

The proud and ancient city of Florence, the Modern Atlh- 
ens, held in April, 1898, Centenary festivities in memory of.
two of her most distinguished sons. Amerigo Vespucci, the 

'' brilliant navigator, whose namle has been given to the two
continents of the Western Hemisphere, and Paolo Toseanelli,_
the greatest Astronomer and Mathematieiar of his age, (con-g 
sidered by nialy as the true discoverer of America. for having 
suggested to Columbus and Vespucci to reach India by the
western passage), are names honored not only in Italy, but .
throughout the civilized world. … i. ' 

The authorities invited the Governuienlt of the Umuted.'

States and all the Republics of Central and South America, 
and each of the States of our Union to send representatives._
Such was the magnificence and splendor of these Italio-Amer-_
ican festivities, lasting many days and attended by the King 
and Queen of Italy, the Court and Cabinet, all the Diplomatic_
representatives of the two Americas, and by numbers of scien-_
tific and literary men from all parts of Europe, that they_
assumed the importance of an international event._
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-- The invitation to Florida was responded to by the appoint- i

ment of Hon. Wallace S. Jones, of Jefferson County, Florida,

as her representative. Mr. Jones had served long and hon-

orablv abroad, and was Consul-General at Rome during Mr.

Claveland's administration. He reports the highest eonsid-
eration extended to him, and many assurances of satisfaction
at Florida's being represented. Mr. Jones was also author-

fl ^^^^B ! ]~~ized to represent General Draper, the United States Ambas-

fl^ ^^^^^B~~~sador to Italy, during his enforced absence.

FLORIDA FISHERIES.

The Legislature has never made any appropriations for the

^^^^H ~~~~expenses of the Commissioners of Fisheries provided for

under Section 457 of the Revised Statutes, and consequently
it has been impossible to accomplish the objects for which
thc law ws elpnntrd.4

N g ^Mr. John Y. Detwiler, of Volusia county, and Mr. John G.

Ruge, of Franklin, generously consented to accept appoint-
1menlts as two of the Commissioners, and I respectfully call

your attention to the report submitted by these gentlemnen.

The water resources within the borders and along the
shores of the State will always be the chief reliance of a large
portion of our population, and whatever tends to the value

- and permanency of those resources should receive your care-

ful consideration. Owing to the extent of our coast line,
^^^^^H: laws may have to be made to conform to the different condi-

tions surrounding different localities and the varied habits
of our food fish.

PROTECTING FRUIT GROWERS.

.'~~~~~ ^^^^ B IProf. H. A. Gossard, the entomologist of the State Agri-
cultural College, addressed me a letter a few days since, noting
the existence of the Cottony Cushion scale on a few acres of
shrubbery at Clear Water Harbor.

j j^^In the opinion of Prof. Gossard, this imported insect is a

. ^^HH~~~~~serious and threatening danger to the citrls growth of the

. ^^^^HState, and proper Legislative action should be at once taken,
giving the entomologist of the Florida Agricultural Experi-
ment Station powers of inspection and quarantine wherever
necessary to check the danger.

Florida is vitally interested in the protection of her fruit

it..^B ~ industry, and whatever legislation is taken should be broad

enough to cover the San Jose scale and all insect and fungous
growth that jeopardize the interests of the fruit grower.
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' : .This subject was called to the attention of the last Legis-
lature. and it is, hoped will receive careful consideration at
your hands, as a delay of two or more years may be fraught

: with danger.
The fruit industries of our State are destined to be one of

her greatest monetary resources, and the growers who are
* daily investing large amounts of money, labor and skill in the
# rebuilding and propagation of these valued interests, should
. be Drotected and informed as to the use of the best-known

nmeans and remedies against fungous and insect pests.

i' (GUBERNYATORIAL SUCCESSION.

* The Constitution provides that in case of a vacancy in the
office of Governor, the President of the Senate shall assume
the duties and powers of the office; and that in the event of

- there being a vacancy in the office of President of the Sen-
ate, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the

> Speaker of the House of Representatives.
I ' Owin- to the death of Hon. Chas. J. Perrenot, late Presi-

dent of the Senate, and the expiration of the term of Hon.
D. H. MaVs, Speaker of the last House of Representatives,

I there would have been no officer authorized by the Constitu-
tion to assume the powers and duties of Governor, should
there have been a "vacancy by death, resignation or inability
to discharge the official duties," since the general election on
the 8th of November last. ;

It is for the Legislature to consider if a remedy is neces-
- sary for such a contingency as might transpire under our or-

ganic law.

EXECUTIVE AND LEGAL DEPARTMENT.

The report of the Secretary of State covers all the official
acts of the Executive Department as to appointments and
commissions, giving the names and postoffice addresses of all
State and County officers, memt-bers of Educational Boards,

A 'and Comiumissioners of Deeds in other States, lists of corpora-
tions organized under our general laws, statistical inforia-
tion as to State and Congressional elections, and other use-
ful information.

The Attorney-General, in his report, furnishes valuable in-
formation as to the status of the various suits in which the
State is or las been engaged, and upon the general work of
his Departmenet. 

These reports, and all others from the various Depart-
uments should receive yotr carefu] examination, as they treat
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upon man- i.niportant questions, and give a variety of infour-
ination that it is impossible as well as unnecessary to embrace
in a message With themn. is transmitted a report of all cases
,of fines or forfeitures remitted, and reprieves, pardons or
commutLations goranted.

It is a source of great pleasure for me to bear evidence to
the intelligeoent and efficient work of the heads of the various
administrative departments of the State Government. and
their assistants. It is equally gratifying to record the har-
niony and pleasant relations that have always existed be-
tween the Executive and all Administrative officers.

FLORIDA'S FUTURE.

The colmetictli of the waters of the world's two greatest
oceans through Central America will crown the first years of
the Twentieth century with its noblest triumph, and mark
a gfrand era in the commercial and financial progress of Amer-
ica. Such an inter-oceanic canal will stand at the gateway of
the commerce of the Western Hemisphere, as Suez does in the
East. to collect toll from more than half of the world's com-
ierce.

Its importance as a leading factor in the development of
our entire country to a still higher and more commanding
position, cannot be overestimated. Owing to Florida's geo-
graphical position, she must necessarily be the recipient of the
highest benefit. Her great trunk lines of transportation,
treachin- out to the waters of the Gulf and Carribbean Sea,
bhear huge motive powers throbbing with life, ready to trans-
port the g'rowiLng trade of the West Indies,. and impatiently

A"~ ^^^^B ; ~~~waiting to interchange the rich commerce of the Orient with
every section of our Union. She will no longer occupy the
lposition of a terminal State. The great bands of steel that
bind her various sections will be kept bright by the friction.
of traffic flowing through her borders to and from the West
Indies. Central and South America and the great Eastern
Hemisphere.

4 ̂^^--| ;~~ ~~The position of our State will also make her the necessary
basis for the defense of an inter-oceanic canal, and the comn-.
merce of the Gulf and Carribbean Sea. Every port within
our limits and every transportation line will necessarily re-

ceive the invigorating influences of our strategic position.
^^^1It ~Our varied and fertile soils admit a range of production
i +H|.' without a rival in our great sisterhood of States.. Florida is

J^!. capable, withl small reclamation and intelligent cultivation,
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' of furnishing the million and a quarter tons of sugar that are
annually brought into this country. It was one of her lead-
ing and profitable products previous to the war between the
States.

She has demonstrated her capacity to supply tobacco the
. ' equal of any imported. Her rich valleys respond in max-
. imumn production of rice. Cereals, cottons, esculent and

. leguminous plants, and other crops usual in agricultural
. States, are profitably grown, and become a source of wealth

* when touched by the hand of the progressive farmer, under
the influence of advanced agricultural thought.

Here opportunities are offered for extending the culture
of her valuable citrus and other tropical and semi-tropical
fruits, vine culture, and early vegetables, to satisfy the grow-
ing demands of over-crowded centers of population

Our forests are studded with natural contributions to the
commercial and manufacturing wealth of the world, and if
superintended by an intelligence that will enforce protection
and induce the renewing of the younger growth, will neces-

* sarily be a wealth-producing element running through gen-
erations.

Vast herds of cattle roamn over productive savannas, feed-
'ing upon Nature's generous bounty.

We have thousands of miles of waterways, where myriads
of food-producing fish cut with golden oar the silvery stream,
and "water farms" of oysters and sponge await the progres-
sive hand of scientific and thoughtful culture.

Florida holds under her soil great store houses filled with
phosphatic deposits, showing chemical constituents that ren-
der them more valuable than all the gold of the Continent,
to restore the world's worn lands, and thus enrich the earth,
that the labor of the intelligent agriculturist may be suitably

' rewarded.
Florida's health record is unsurpassed in the entire Union,

and the climatic conditions afforded by her geographical po-
f sition will always attract the tourist, and furnish the most in-
vitin'- fields for sanitariums, for the busiiuess-worn and af-
flietd.

Her people are law-abiding and honor-loving, her educa-
tional advancement leads her Southern sisters, and the high
order of her public press bears conclusive evidence of the in-
telligence of her reading public.

To immigration we are already largely indebted for our
growth and intelligent citizeznship; and to capital, for

6-
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'spiendid lines ol ilrapsurotatio.n, unequlalled palatial bhe-f F-

ries, and employment to large numbers of our people. 
Immigration and Capital-those two great and unrivalled 

motive powers of development-have given Florida marvelous 
)rogress. and should be welcomed as necessalry factors to in-

iviorate the further growth of the State.
The harvest is growiiIng; let our people be ready to reap' ;

t 'it~ rITHEI PRESIDENT'S VISIT.

N + HRon. MWillia.m McKinlevy, President of the United States,
with a party of distinguished friends, accepted an invitation
and visited the Capital of our State on March 24th llof the-
present vearl 

.ij ! ~It was the first tinle that a President has ever visited our i
Capital, and he was given a most enthusiastic reception- P

N1~ a~nni wnrthxv nf lis mre pnersonal life, and exalted station. 

No sectional lines mar the patriotic promptings of Flor- I
idians, and their wvelcome to the official head of seventy-five
millions of people elpTy'hasized their devotion to Ameica n
institutions, and their loyalty to their Government.

Gentlemenl of the Senate and House of Represenltative: 
You are wvarnily welcomled to the Capitol of your State and

;'' . ~shall have nmy hearty co-operation in all ueaswres tenldini.g to
lier progress andl development. l*ou have'been honored by 
your fellow citizens and selected to perform, as their Repre-
sentatiyes implortant andl responsible public trusts. Nh1ile i
each one has been chosen by a particular constituency, yet
your duties under our Constitution are limited by no circunm-

A . . scribed lines, hut are commensurate writlh the area of t.he
entire State. Your worlk here may tell for years to cone, and

/i ~ 1 lfurnish material for the historian of future generations. Let
us hope that your action \ ill be such, under the guidance of
.'n All-Wise Proiidence, as will tend to the further devel-
opmlent and prosperity of the Commonwealth, and be worthy
of her honored past and future hopes.

A4 V- arve,'ectfo11 l

W. D. BLOXHAM.
Mr. Palmner, of the 14th, nloved that the Senate adjourn

until tomorrow morning at 10.A. M.
Which was agreed to.
Thereupon the Senate stood adjoulrned until 10 o'clock

A. M. tonlorrow.

I




